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AUDIENCES	CHOOSE	PLUS	ONE	AND	GAY	CHORUS	DEEP	SOUTH	

	AS	THE	2019	TRIBECA	FILM	FESTIVAL®	AUDIENCE	AWARD	WINNERS,		
PRESENTED	BY	AT&T	

	

NEW	YORK,	NY	–	May	4,	2018	–	The	18th	annual	Tribeca	Film	Festival,	presented	by	AT&T,	announced	
the	 winners	 of	 its	 two	 Audience	 Awards:	 the	 audience	 choice	 for	 Best	 Narrative	 Feature	 and	 Best	
Documentary	 Feature	 films,	 sponsored	 by	 AT&T.		 Plus	 One,	 written	 and	 directed	 by	 Jeff	 Chan	 and	
Andrew	Rhymer,	was	honored	with	the	Narrative	Audience	Award	and	Gay	Chorus	Deep	South,	directed	
by	David	Charles	Rodrigues,	was	given	the	Documentary	Audience	Award.	The	winner	of	each	receive	a	
cash	prize	of	$10,000.		

“These	 stories	 are	 crowd	 pleasers	 and	 united	 audiences	 at	 the	 Festival,”	 said	 Tribeca	 EVP	 Paula	
Weinstein.	“Our	audiences	laughed	their	way	through	the	screenings	of	the	romantic	comedy	Plus	One	
lead	by	Maya	Erskine	and	 Jack	Quaid	and	were	moved	by	Gay	Chorus	Deep	South,	a	 timely	story	 that	
uses	music	 to	 unite	 communities	 around	 LGBTQ+	 rights.	We	were	 honored	 to	world	 premiere	 these	
films	and	know	audiences	elsewhere	will	love	them	as	much	as	ours	did	at	Tribeca.”	

“So	many	of	the	people	who	worked	on	Plus	One	met	in	New	York,	and	bringing	the	film	back	to	this	city	
has	been	an	overwhelmingly	emotional	experience,”	said	directors	Jeff	Chan	and	Andrew	Rhymer.	“We	
are	over	the	moon	excited	by	the	audience	response	to	our	film	and	can’t	wait	to	share	it	with	the	rest	
of	the	world	when	it	releases	on	June	14th!”	

“The	entire	reason	we	made	this	film	was	to	bring	this	message	of	belonging	of	the	LGBTQ	community	
and	all	other	communities	that	are	considered	“the	other”	to	as	many	people	as	possible	in	the	world	
and	the	Audience	Award	at	Tribeca	is	the	ultimate	celebration	of	exactly	this,”	said	David	Charles	
Rodrigues.	“We	are	honored	and	humbled	by	this	award.	Thank	you	Tribeca	from	the	bottom	of	our	
hearts.”		

The	runners-up	were	See	You	Yesterday,	directed	by	Stefon	Bristol,	 for	 the	Narrative	Audience	Award	
and	Watson,	 directed	 by	 	 Lesley	 Chilcott,	 for	 the	 Documentary	 Audience	 Award.	 Throughout	 the	
Festival,	which	kicked	off	on	April	24,	audience	members	voted	by	using	the	official	Tribeca	Film	Festival	
app	on	 their	mobile	devices	 and	 rated	 the	 film	 they	had	 just	 viewed	 from	1-5	 stars.	 Films	 in	 the	U.S.	
Narrative	 Competition,	 International	 Narrative	 Competition,	 Documentary	 Competition,	 Viewpoints,	
Narrative	 Spotlight,	 Narrative	 Documentary,	 Movies	 Plus,	 Midnight,	 This	 Used	 to	 Be	 New	 York,	 and	
Tribeca	Critics’	Week	sections	were	eligible.	

Audience	 Award	 winners	 and	 runners-up	 will	 screen	 Sunday,	 May	 5	 at	 Regal	 Cinema	 Battery	 Park	
Theater	 along	with	 the	winners	 selected	by	 the	 Tribeca	 Film	 Festival	 Jury,	which	were	 announced	on	
May	2.	

● Plus	One:	2:45	PM	&	9:00	PM	
● See	You	Yesterday:	5:45	PM	
● Gay	Chorus	Deep	South:		12:15	PM	&	6:00	PM		
● Watson:	3:00	PM	&	9:45	PM	



ABOUT	THE	AUDIENCE	AWARD	WINNING	FILMS	AND	RUNNERS-UP:	

WINNERS:	
Gay	Chorus	Deep	South,	directed	by	David	Charles	Rodrigues,	written	by	David	Charles	Rodrigues,	Jeff	
Gilbert.	 Produced	 by	 Bud	 Johnston,	 Jesse	 Moss.	 (USA)	 -	 World	 Premiere,	 Feature	 Documentary.	 To	
confront	 a	 resurgence	 of	 anti-LGBTQ	 laws,	 the	 San	 Francisco	 Gay	 Men’s	 Chorus	 embarks	 on	 an	
unprecedented	 bus	 tour	 through	 the	 Deep	 South,	 celebrating	 music,	 challenging	 intolerance,	 and	
confronting	 their	 own	 dark	 coming	 out	 stories.	 With	 The	 San	 Francisco	 Gay	 Men's	 Chorus,	 Oakland	
Interfaith	Gospel	Choir,	Dr.	Tim	Seelig,	Ashlé,	Jimmy	White	

● The	film	played	in	the	Movies	Plus	section.	

Plus	 One,	 directed	 and	 written	 by	 Jeff	 Chan,	 Andrew	 Rhymer.	 Produced	 by	 Jeremy	 Reitz,	 Debbie	
Liebling,	Ross	Putman,	Jeff	Chan,	Andrew	Rhymer,	Greg	Beauchamp.	(USA)	-	World	Premiere.	In	order	to	
survive	a	summer	of	wedding	fever,	longtime	single	friends	Ben	and	Alice	agree	to	be	each	other's	plus	
one	at	every	goddamn	wedding	they’re	invited	to.	With	Maya	Erskine,	Jack	Quaid,	Ed	Begley	Jr.,	Rosalind	
Chao,	Beck	Bennett,	Finn	Wittrock.	
	

● The	Film	played	in	the	Spotlight	Narrative	section.	
	
RUNNERS	UP:	
See	You	Yesterday,	directed	by	Stefon	Bristol,	written	by	Stefon	Bristol	&	Fredrica	Bailey.	Produced	by	
Spike	 Lee,	 Jason	 Sokoloff,	 Matt	 Myers.	 (USA)	 -	 World	 Premiere,	 Feature	 Narrative.	 Two	 Brooklyn	
teenage	 prodigies,	 C.J.	 Walker	 and	 Sebastian	 Thomas,	 build	 make-shift	 time	 machines	 to	 save	 C.J.'s	
brother,	Calvin,	from	being	wrongfully	killed	by	a	police	officer.	
	

● The	film	played	in	the	Viewpoints	section.	
	
Watson,	directed	by	Lesley	Chilcott.	Producers:	Louise	Runge,	Lesley	Chilcott,	Wolfgang	Knöpfler.	.	(USA,	
Costa	Rica,	Tonga)	-	World	Premiere.	Co-founder	of	Greenpeace	and	founder	of	Sea	Shepherd,	Captain	
Paul	Watson	has	spent	40	years	 fighting	to	end	the	destruction	of	 the	ocean’s	wildlife	and	 its	habitat.	
Part	pirate,	part	philosopher,	Watson’s	methods	stop	at	nothing	to	protect	what	lies	beneath.	
	

● The	film	played	in	the	Documentary	Competition	section.	
	

	
	

#	#	#	
	
***IMAGES	FOR	PRESS:	Film	stills	for	the	2019	Tribeca	Film	Festival	are	available	at	www.image.net.	If	
you	are	not	an	image.net	media	user	yet,	please	register	using	referral	code	2604.	If	you	have	any	issues	
or	your	need	is	time	sensitive,	please	contact	skleiner@TribecaFilmFestival.org	
	
About	the	Tribeca	Film	Festival:	
The	 Tribeca	 Film	 Festival,	 presented	 by	 AT&T,	 brings	 visionaries	 and	 diverse	 audiences	 together	 to	
celebrate	storytelling	in	all	its	forms,	including	film,	TV,	VR,	gaming,	music,	and	online	work.	With	strong	
roots	 in	 independent	 film,	Tribeca	 is	a	platform	for	creative	expression	and	 immersive	entertainment.	
The	 Festival	 champions	 emerging	 and	 established	 voices;	 discovers	 award-winning	 filmmakers	 and	
creators;	curates	innovative	experiences;	and	introduces	new	technology	and	ideas	through	premieres,	
exhibitions,	talks,	and	live	performances.	
	
The	 Festival	 was	 founded	 by	 Robert	 De	 Niro,	 Jane	 Rosenthal,	 and	 Craig	 Hatkoff	 in	 2001	 to	 spur	 the	
economic	 and	 cultural	 revitalization	 of	 lower	 Manhattan	 following	 the	 attacks	 on	 the	 World	 Trade	
Center.	Now	in	its	18th	year,	the	Festival	has	evolved	into	a	destination	for	creativity	that	reimagines	the	



cinematic	 experience	 and	 explores	 how	 art	 can	 unite	 communities.	 The	 18th	 annual	 edition	will	 take	
place	April	24	-	May	5,	2019.www.tribecafilm.com/festival	
	
Hashtag:	#Tribeca2019	
Twitter:	@Tribeca	
Instagram:	@tribeca	
Facebook:	facebook.com/Tribeca	
	
About	2019	Tribeca	Film	Festival	Partners:	
As	Presenting	Sponsor	of	the	Tribeca	Film	Festival,	AT&T	is	committed	to	supporting	the	Festival	and	the	
art	 of	 filmmaking	 through	 access	 and	 innovation,	 while	 expanding	 opportunities	 to	 diverse	 creators	
around	the	globe.	AT&T	helps	millions	connect	to	their	passions	–	no	matter	where	they	are.	This	year,	
AT&T	and	Tribeca	will	once	again	collaborate	to	give	the	world	access	to	stories	from	underrepresented	
filmmakers	 that	 deserve	 to	 be	 seen.	 “AT&T	 Presents	 Untold	 Stories”	 is	 an	 inclusive	 film	 program	 in	
collaboration	with	Tribeca	 -	a	multi-year,	multi-tier	alliance	between	AT&T	and	Tribeca	along	with	the	
year-round	nonprofit	Tribeca	Film	Institute.	
	
The	 Tribeca	 Film	 Festival	 is	 pleased	 to	 announce	 its	 2019	 Partners:	 23andMe,	 Alfred	 P.	 Sloan	
Foundation,	 Bai	 Beverages,	 Bloomberg	 Philanthropies,	 Borough	 of	 Manhattan	 Community	 College	
(BMCC),	BVLGARI,	CHANEL,	CNN	Films,	Diageo,	ESPN,	HBO,	IMDbPro,	Kia,	Marriott	Bonvoy	Boundless™	
Credit	Card	from	Chase,	Merck,	Montefiore,	National	CineMedia	(NCM),	Nespresso,	New	York	Magazine,	
NYC	 Mayor's	 Office	 of	 Media	 and	 Entertainment,	 Prime	 Video	 Direct,	 P&G,	 PwC,	 Salesforce,	 Spring	
Studios	New	York,	Squarespace,	Status	Sparkling	Wine,	and	Stella	Artois.	
	
Press	Contacts:		
Tribeca	Film	Festival/Tribeca	Enterprises:	
Tammie	Rosen,	EVP,	Communications	&	Programming	/	212	941	2003	/	trosen@tribecaenterprises.com		
Melissa	Barreto,	Deputy	Director,	Communications	/	212	941	3944	/	mbarreto@tribecaenterprises.com		
Alyssa	Grinder,	Communications	Manager	/	212	941	2015	/	agrinder@tribecaenterprises.com	
	
Sunshine	Sachs:	
Kara	Croke/212	691	2800/	TribecaFilmFestival@sunshinesachs.com	
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