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  IMMEDIATE	
  RELEASE	
  	
  

	
  
TRIBECA	
  FILM	
  ACQUIRES	
  U.S.	
  RIGHTS	
  TO	
  I	
  AM	
  BIG	
  BIRD	
  

***	
  
“Simply	
  gleeful	
  viewing”	
  -­	
  Moviefone	
  

	
  
	
  “[A]	
  triumphant	
  tearjerker...	
  speaks	
  to	
  the	
  heart	
  of	
  a	
  viewer	
  and	
  brings	
  out	
  the	
  softie	
  in	
  

everyone”	
  –	
  POVmagazine.com	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
	
  
	
  
New	
  York,	
  NY	
  –	
  October	
  27,	
  2014	
  –	
  Tribeca	
  Film	
  today	
  announced	
  it	
  has	
  acquired	
  U.S.	
  rights	
  
to	
  the	
  heartwarming	
  documentary	
  I	
  Am	
  Big	
  Bird,	
  directed	
  and	
  produced	
  by	
  Dave	
  LaMattina	
  and	
  
Chad	
  Walker.	
  The	
  film	
  had	
  its	
  world	
  premiere	
  at	
  Hot	
  Docs	
  earlier	
  this	
  year	
  and	
  will	
  go	
  on	
  to	
  play	
  
at	
  DOC	
  NYC	
  in	
  November.	
  It	
  will	
  be	
  released	
  theatrically	
  and	
  on	
  VOD	
  day-­‐and-­‐date	
  in	
  the	
  first	
  
quarter	
  of	
  2015.	
  	
  
	
  
For	
  over	
  40	
  years,	
  Caroll	
  Spinney	
  has	
  been	
  beloved	
  by	
  generations	
  of	
  children	
  as	
  the	
  man	
  
behind	
  Sesame	
  Street's	
  Big	
  Bird	
  and	
  Oscar	
  the	
  Grouch	
  -­‐	
  and	
  at	
  80	
  years	
  old,	
  he	
  has	
  no	
  intention	
  
of	
  stopping.	
  A	
  loving	
  portrait	
  of	
  the	
  man	
  in	
  the	
  yellow	
  suit,	
  I	
  Am	
  Big	
  Bird	
  features	
  extraordinary	
  
footage	
  of	
  Spinney's	
  earliest	
  collaborations	
  with	
  Jim	
  Henson	
  as	
  it	
  traces	
  his	
  journey	
  from	
  bullied	
  
child	
  to	
  childhood	
  icon.	
  And	
  as	
  the	
  yellow	
  feathers	
  give	
  way	
  to	
  grey	
  hair,	
  it	
  is	
  the	
  man,	
  not	
  the	
  
puppet,	
  who	
  will	
  steal	
  your	
  heart.	
  
	
  
“Big	
  Bird	
  is	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  iconic	
  figures	
  in	
  American	
  television	
  and	
  this	
  portrait	
  of	
  the	
  man	
  inside,	
  
Caroll	
  Spinney,	
  is	
  simultaneously	
  joyful	
  and	
  fascinating,”	
  said	
  Tribeca	
  Film	
  GM	
  Todd	
  Green.	
  
“Dave	
  and	
  Chad	
  weave	
  together	
  years	
  of	
  archival	
  footage	
  to	
  create	
  a	
  truly	
  revealing	
  look	
  at	
  the	
  
man	
  inside	
  the	
  Big	
  Bird	
  suit.”	
  
	
  
"Caroll	
  entrusted	
  us	
  with	
  telling	
  his	
  story	
  and	
  we're	
  thrilled	
  that	
  we'll	
  finally	
  be	
  able	
  to	
  share	
  it	
  
with	
  audiences	
  across	
  the	
  country,"	
  said	
  director	
  and	
  producer	
  Chad	
  Walker.	
  
	
  
"This	
  is	
  a	
  project	
  we've	
  spent	
  years	
  of	
  our	
  life	
  on	
  and	
  we're	
  ecstatic	
  to	
  be	
  working	
  with	
  Tribeca,	
  
a	
  company	
  that	
  shares	
  our	
  vision	
  for	
  I	
  Am	
  Big	
  Bird,"	
  said	
  director	
  and	
  producer	
  Dave	
  LaMattina.	
  
	
  
The	
  deal	
  was	
  negotiated	
  for	
  Tribeca	
  Film	
  by	
  Alison	
  Diviney,	
  and	
  Abby	
  Davis	
  of	
  Preferred	
  
Content	
  on	
  behalf	
  of	
  the	
  filmmakers.	
   
	
  
PHOTO:	
  A	
  film	
  still	
  can	
  be	
  accessed	
  at	
  the	
  following	
  link:	
  http://tribecafilm.com/press-­‐
center/tribeca-­‐film/i-­‐am-­‐big-­‐bird	
  
	
  
About	
  Tribeca	
  Film	
  
Tribeca	
  Film	
  is	
  a	
  comprehensive	
  distribution	
  label	
  dedicated	
  to	
  acquiring	
  and	
  releasing	
  
independent	
  films	
  across	
  multiple	
  platforms,	
  including	
  theatrical,	
  video-­‐on-­‐demand,	
  digital,	
  
home	
  video	
  and	
  television.	
  It	
  is	
  an	
  initiative	
  from	
  Tribeca	
  Enterprises	
  designed	
  to	
  provide	
  new	
  
platforms	
  for	
  how	
  film	
  can	
  be	
  experienced,	
  while	
  supporting	
  filmmakers	
  and	
  introducing	
  
audiences	
  to	
  films	
  they	
  might	
  not	
  otherwise	
  see.	
  Current	
  and	
  upcoming	
  Tribeca	
  Film	
  releases	
  
include	
  Nas:	
  Time	
  Is	
  Illmatic,	
  Alex	
  Ross	
  Perry’s	
  Listen	
  Up	
  Philip,	
  and	
  Scott	
  Foley’s	
  directorial	
  
debut	
  Let’s	
  Kill	
  Ward’s	
  Wife.	
  	
  
	
  
Contact:	
  
Tammie	
  Rosen	
  –	
  Tribeca	
  Enterprises,	
  212.941.2003,	
  trosen@tribecaenterprises.com	
  
Tahra	
  Grant	
  –	
  Rubenstein	
  Communications,	
  212.843.9213,	
  tgrant@rubenstein.com	
  	
  	
  


